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SUBJ: COMMERCIALLY EXPLOITABLE PHOSPHATE DISCOVERED IN 
EPIRUS, NORTHERN GREECE 

BUREAU OF MINES FOR SONDERMAYER AND JOSEPHSON 

1 . INDUSTRY MINISTER KONOPHAGOS ANNOUNCED DECEMBER 8 THAT 
THE INSTITUTE OF GEOLOGICAL AND MINERAL RSEARCH (IGME) HAS 
LOCATED COMMERCIALLY EXPLOITABLE PHOSPHATE ROCK DEPOSITS AT 
EPIRUS, NORTHERN GREECE, NEAR VILLAGE OF DELVINAKI, ABOUT 

60 KILOMETERS NORTH-NORTHWEST OF IOANNINA. ACCORIDNG TO 
PRELIMINARY IGME RESEARCH, PROVEN DEPOSITS TOTAL 10 MILLION 
TONS, LOCATED NEAR THE SURFACE WITH LENGTH OF TEN KILOMETERS 
AND THINKNESS OF 2 1/2 TO 3 METERS. PHOSPHORUS PENTOXIDE 
(P205) CONTENT IS 15 PERCENT, BUT CAN BE INCREASED TO AN 
ESTIMATE 35 PERCENT BY TREATMENT. IGME IS CONTINUING RESEARCH 
TO VERIFY EXACT OF DEPOSITS. 

ACCORING TO KONOPHAGOS STATEMENT, 1975 GREEK IMPORTS 
OF PHOSPHATE ROCK FROM MOROCCO TOTALLED 450.000TONS 
AT COST OF $30 MILLION. 

2. ABOVE IS FIRST INDICATION OF COMMERCIALLY EXPLOITABLE 
PHOSPHATE ROCK IN GREECE AND HAS MAIOR SIGNIFICANCE 
FOR GROWING GREEK FERTILIZER INDUSTRY. 1975 GREEK 
PRODUCTION OF CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS TOTALLED 283,000 
METRIC TONS NITROGENOUS, 187,000 PHOSPHATE, AND 23,000 
POTASSIC. 

3. THE EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP WITH THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY 
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AND REPORT BY SEPTEL ON POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES FOR US FIRMS 
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IN DEVELOPMENT OF THESE DEPOSITS. 
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